
KINDERGARTEN ENTRANCE AGE 

Frequently Asked Questions 

It is the policy of the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) that a child must turn 4, 5 or 6 by 
September 1 of the enrolling year for entrance into pre-kindergarten, Sure Start, kindergarten and first grade 
respectively. 
 

 W hy d i d  DoDEA dec i de  t o  c hang e  t he  ent ranc e  ag e  bi r t h  dat e  t o  S ept em ber  1 ?  

The change aligns DoDEA with national trends as well as the age requirement in many military-impacted 
states. This change will assist in the transition of military family members beginning school as they PCS from 
location to location. 

 I f  my  c hi l d  t urns  f iv e  y ears  o l d  on  1  S ept ember  2 009 ,  wi l l  he  be  ab l e  t o enro l l  i n  
t he  DoDEA Ki nderg arten  prog ram  t hi s  c oming  sc hool  y ear  (2 009 -2 010 )?  

Yes, he will be able to enroll in the kindergarten program. 

 M y  c h i l d  just  mi sses  the  deadl i ne  f or  enro l lm ent  i n  k i nderg art en  by  a  f ew  days .  
I s  t here  a  w ai v er  of  the  ag e  re qui rem ent?  

No. There is no exception of the enrollment age requirement. 

 S i nc e  m y  c h i l d  just  misses  t he  deadl i ne  f or  enro l lm ent ,  i s  t here  a DoDEA 
P resc hool  prog ram w hi c h  my  c hi l d  c an  att end?  

At DoDDS schools on overseas installations, some children turning 4 years old by September 1 could qualify 
for the DoDEA Sure Start Program. 

At DDESS schools, all children turning 4 years old by September 1 are eligible to enroll in the half-day Pre-
kindergarten program. 

 M y  c h i l d  w i l l  not  be 5  y ears  o l d  by  S ept em ber  1  how ev er  i s  v ery  br i g ht  and  is  
ready  t o  g o  t o  sc hool .  C an  I  request  a  w ai v er  t o  t he  1  S ept em ber  b i r t h  dat e  
requi rem ent ?  

There is no exception of the enrollment age requirement. 

 M y  c h i l d  has  been ev al uat ed  as  g i f t ed/ t al ent ed  and has  a  bi r t h dat e  aft er  
S ept em ber  1 .  W hat  k ind  of  ac c omm odat i ons/  w ai v ers  c an  I  request  t o  enro l l  
h i m/ her  i nt o  Ki nderg art en?  

Entrance to kindergarten is based on age and not on a child's ability. The developmentally appropriate 
practices within the in DoDEA kindergarten learning environments are tailored to meet the individual needs 
of students to ensure continuous learning progress for all. 

 M y  c h i l d  t urned 5  y ears  o l d  on  S ept em ber  15 ,  but  w as  el ig i bl e  t o  at t end 
K i nderg art en i n  t he  stat e  w here  w e l iv ed  bec ause  t he  ent ranc e  c ut - of f  b i rt h  dat e  
w as  aft er  S ept em ber  1 .  Wi t h t hree  w eeks  com pl et ed  i n  t he  sc hool  y ear ,  w e 
rec e i v ed  orders  t o  P CS  t o  a  l oc at i on  w here  m y c hi l d  wi l l  at t end a DoDE A sc hool .  
W i l l  my  c hi ld  be  a l l owed t o  c ont i nue  i n  K i nderg art en?  

Yes, a student who was enrolled in, and attended his or her prior school shall be allowed to continue 
enrollment at the grade level in DoDEA; commensurate with the student's current grade level, including 
kindergarten, while in a school of a local educational agency in the assigned sending state, or the Non-DoD 
Schools Program; at the time of transition, regardless of the fact their birthday is after September 1st. Note: 
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The child must have been active in the current school year, and verification of enrollment is required 
(transfer sheet, report card, etc). 

 I f  my  c hi l d  i s  c urrent ly  enro l l ed  (SY 200 8 - 200 9 )  i n  t he  DDES S  P re -k i nderg art en or  
DoDDS  S ure  S t art  prog ram  as  a  f o ur  y ear  old ,  wi l l  she be  e l i g i b l e  t o  att end 
K i nderg art en next  y ear  i f  t he  dat e  of  bi r t h i s  a f t er  1  S ept em ber?  

No. All children who are currently enrolled in the DDESS Pre-kindergarten or DoDDS Sure Start programs will 
be guaranteed an additional year of enrollment in their current program if they do not turn 5 years old by 
September 1. This continuation will allow children to transition to the kindergarten program with their same-
aged peers. 

 M y  c h i l d  w i l l  not  be f iv e  y ears  ol d  by  1  S eptem ber  but  has  a  spec ia l  educ at i on  
Ind i v i dual i zed Educ at ion  P rog ram  f or  serv ices .  W i l l  she be  ab l e  to  at t end sc hool?  

Special education services written on a DoDEA IEP for any child three years old and older will be provided by 
the school system at no cost to the parent. The specific services may or may not include enrollment in a pre-
kindergarten classroom, depending upon the unique needs of the child. Specific special education questions 
and/or concerns can be directed to the school principal. 

 W hat  im pact  does  t h is  dec i s i on  hav e on  DoDEA sc hool s  and  program s l i ke  S ure  
S t art ,  P re - k i nderg art en,  and  1st  Grade?  

A child must be four years old by September 1 to attend Pre-kindergarten or Sure Start and six years old by 
September 1 to attend first grade. 

 M y  c h i l d  w i l l  not  be s ix  y ears  o l d  by  1  S ept em ber  but  c om pl et ed  Ki nderg art en at  
our  prev i ous  duty  st at i on.  Wi l l  he  be  abl e  to  enro l l  i n  DoDEA' s  1st  Grade?  

Yes, a student that has satisfactorily completed the prerequisite grade level in the Local Education Agency 
(LEA), LEA recognized school at the assigned military location, or the Non-DoD Schools Program, shall be 
eligible for enrollment in the next highest grade level in DoDEA, regardless of age. 

 M y  c h i l d  w i l l  not  be 5  y ears  o l d  by  1  S ept em ber  but  c om pl et ed  Pre - k i nderg art en 
at  our  prev i ous  dut y  st at i on.  Wi l l  she  be  abl e  t o enro l l  i n  DoDEA's  K i nderg art en?  

No, the only prerequisite for kindergarten is age. Pre-kindergarten is not considered a prerequisite grade 
level for kindergarten. 
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