
theme to honor all our ser-

vice members and families 

here on Okinawa.  It will be a 

one-stop event for Family 

Readiness information, a 

place for fun, prizes, food, 

and camaraderie within our 

great community! 

 

-Michael Jackson, MCFTB 

Chief  

NOVEMBERé.A TIME 

TO REFLECT, REMEM-

BER AND HONOR OUR 

MILITARY AND THEIR 

FAMILIES  

  

November 11th 1938, was 

declared a legal holiday to 

celebrate world peace, 

known as Armistice Day.  In 

1954, Congress officially 

changed Armistice Day to 

Veterans Day, what we    

currently celebrate each 

year.  This day is dedicated to 

honor our military veterans 

throughout history to present 

day.   

  

Currently, we have 

2.26 million service        

members protecting our 

country around the world. 

The honoring of our military 

comes in thinking of each 

individual service member, 

and also, in being thankful for 

our everyday blessings and 

freedoms: our clean drinking 

water, laying our heads down 

in peace each night and a safe 

land for our children to run 

freely outside and play. 

  

What would a service    

member be without their 

incredible families? This    

November also marks the 

14th annual celebration of  

Military Family month.  This  

is a time to recognize the 

sacrifice, contribution and 

pride of our military families.   

  

On November 7th we will 

host the annual Marine Corps 

Family Team Building, Family 

Readiness Day Expo Luau  

L.I.N.K.S. is very excited to an-

nounce that our fall kick off in 

September was a success, with 

more than 90 spouses on island 

attending L.I.N.K.S. for Spouses 

on Camps Foster and Kinser!   

We participated in engaging  ac-

tivities to network and to get to 

know each other and the Corps. 

Experienced spouses shared per-

sonal stories about how they 

thrive during their many moves 

with the military, separations and 

deployments.  We also discovered 

new places to visit and eat, and 

wonderful volunteer opportuni-

ties on Okinawa! 

I want to thank the spouses who 

made the decision to come to 

L.I.N.K.S.  You have empowered 

yourself with knowledge, skills and 

insights into the military lifestyle!    

Take what youõve learned and 

share it with your neighbor.  Your 

positive attitude can make a huge 

difference in someoneõs life.  I 

have two friends on Okinawa that 

gave this gift to me and I will  

always treasure their support 

during our first year on island. 

If you havenõt had a chance to 

come to L.I.N.K.S. on Okinawa, 

weõd love for  you to join us! 

Dates and times of upcoming 

workshops are on page 5.  See 

you soon!  645-3689.    

-Leah, L.I.N.K.S. Trainer   

From the Chief 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F          

I N T E R E S T :  

*  Volunteer Website:  

    www.mccsvolunteering  

    .org  

 

*   Festivals & Fun Off -  

     base!  See page 5 for   

     details.  

 

*   Want to volunteer for    

     your unit? Contact   

     your Unit Family    

     Readiness  Officer.  

 

*   Just move to the island?  

    Visit the Personal           

    Service Center and find    

    out ways to make  

    Okinawa home!  

 

*   Do your kids need some 

extra help with homework?  

Visit your local library for 

support!  
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Japanese Spousesõ Orientation 

SLS - Happy Birthday Marine Corps! 
On November 10, 1775, the 

Second Continental Congress 

resolved to raise two battalions 

of "American Marines." Con-

gress commissioned 31-year-old 

Samuel Nicholas to raise two 

battalions of Marines and thus 

began the long, illustrious his-

tory of the United States Ma-

rine Corps.  On November 1, 

1921, General John A. Lejeune 

issued a Marine Corps order 

providing a summary of the 

history,    mission, and tradi-

tions of the Corps.  General 

Lejeune directed that the order 

be read to every command 

each subsequent year on    

November 10th in honor of the 

founding of the Marine Corps. 

This tradition has continued 

every year since 1921 through-

out the Corps. 
 

The first official "Birthday Ball" 

was probably held in 1925 in 

Philadelphia.  On October 28, 

1952, Commandant General 

Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr.      

directed the celebration of the 

Marine Corps Birthday be  

formalized throughout the 

Corps.  General Shepherd's 

order helped bring together the 

inclusion of a cake ceremony 

and other traditions still held 

every year at the Marine Corps 

Birthday Ball.                                                     
                                                                                                                       

To commemorate this yearõs 

Ball and provide knowledge of 

the history, traditions and 

proper etiquette associated 

with such a significant event, 

MCFTB is hosting a class 

through the Spousesõ Learning 

Series that will highlight these 

topics and more.  We welcome 

you to attend òWest Meets 

East:  a Cultural Ex-

change.ó  Learn about Marine 

Corps Ball history, social 

graces, and some beauty tips as 

well as Japanese etiquette,  

yukata wearing, and how to 

make sushi.  This class will be 

held on October 21 st  from 

10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 

Bldg 5677.  Class size is   

limited, so sign up today by 

calling, 645-3689. 

M C F T B  F A L L  N E W S L E T T E R  

Other Upcoming 

Spouses Learning 

Series Workshops:  
 

Space-A Workshop , 

Nov. 4th, Globe & An-

chor  Camp Foster, 1800

-2000 
 

Cooking & Cultural 

Workshop ,  November 

24th, Chapel Center  

Camp Foster, 1030-1330 

Japanese Open Forum ( (is a opportunity to meet friends and share experiences!  

ấ  ΅ ₀ ⁴ ”℅∩└₰‖ ấ 9/9, 11/4: 0900-1100 @ Foster MCFTB Bldg.5677  
JSO will be held at Marine Corps Family Team Building on Camp Foster, bldg #5677 (near gas station)  

A translator is present for all sessions and childcare reimbursement is provided.   
Registration is required.  Please contact Maki @ 645-3817 (bilingual line) /3689  to sign up.  

JSO₦≤₰„↔₇∙≥╒℅╒√→⌂℮₉└₧ ↔₠₰₿╒₣₴≥└₰₿└ⅎ ῼ ‚― –Ὼ‖  

‴ ῀Open Forum„  ΅ῷ ⁯⁞ ” ‗ ― ᾿‘ῲ‌ῷ ‚   ΅῀

‚ ⁯ΌῬ⁯᾿ ‚„   ‹Ό ‖ ῀  

„₦≤₰ ”2┤ ” 1 ⁭⁯  ‴  10 ”₦≤₰” „8/1⁭⁯ ῀ 

 ῷ ” „ ' ”‍‼”∂→╒₮№₿╒║ ‚„ ΅   (͂ „ ‚

’⁴ ‗‾Ῥ⁯‴ ”‖   ΅῀ 
 Email: takahashim@okinawa.usmc -mccs.org  

 Tel: 645-3817( (.3689 ͨ ║ Ὸ⁮„098-970-3817/3689  

Date  Subject  Time  

9/16  Tricare, Naval Hospital, 3rd Dental   '⅍≤ₐ₨₈(.⌐₰₿╒ . 0900-

1130 

9/16  U.S Consulate  ‚⁭⁴ →₭”  1300-

1500 

10/14  Birth Registration, New Parent Support Program, Children Youth & Teen Program, WIC  

/ ― ↨⌠₧≤√/ ↨⌠₧≤√WIC̉ᶑ ‾ Ὼ 

0900- 

12 00 

10/28  Typhoon Motors, AAFES, Post Office ∟╒₿╒₰.AAFES /  0900- 

12 00 

11/ 18 Counseling & Advocacy  ₢ₒ└₲≥└₧ ↨⌠₧≤√  0900-

1300 

COMMENTS FROM JSO PARTICIPANTS!!  
͊ Ὸ⁯⁞ ῼ― Ὸ‒‍῀ ” Ό ⁯‴ ‍῀ò The brief was clear and easy to understand. I felt like a heavy 
burden has been lifted off my shoulders.  (TMO/Housing) 

ñ ” ΌῬ‒― Ὸ‒‍῀ Ὸ⁮ ΌῬ⁴”‖ Ὸ⁯‴ ‍῀͋It  was good to have Japanese transla-
tion.  It was very useful information for our upcoming JCI car inspection.  (Typhoon Motors) 

ñ ‗„ ῲ ⁞ ₀ ‖Ὼ―⁭Ὸ‒‍῀ ‖‾  ‍΅῀͋It was great to experience different 
tastes and recipes. I am looking forward to trying the recipes at home. (Cooking Class) 

ñ ‖᾿‗―‾‍‼‚’⁯‴ ‍῀͋It was really helpful for expectant mothers.  (Birth Registration)  

mailto:takahashim@okinawa.usmc-mccs.org


Have A Safe and Spooky Halloween! 
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TRICK -OR-TREATING SAFETY  
Please check with base security to 

find out trick or treating hours  
 

*Children under the age of 8-10 should 
always be accompanied by an adult.  
 

*If your older child will be going out 
with friends, make sure you know who 
they are, and that you have their    

parents' phone numbers if you need to 

check on the children's whereabouts.  
 

*If children are going in a group without 
an adult, make sure they know they 

must stay away from unlighted houses, 
and avoid deserted areas. If you feel itõs 
necessary, don't hesitate to identify 

specific areas they should avoid.  
 

*If you know that your child will be 
trick-or-treating in an area where your 

neighbors have pets, suggest that your 
child stays away from any house where 

a dog is outdoors, even if it is tied up. 
*Make sure your child knows to only 
accept treats in the doorways of houses 

-- never, under any circumstances, 
enter a house. 
  

*Set a reasonable time for your child to 

be home. Provide them with a watch so 
they can keep track of time.  
 

*Review safety rules for crossing the 
street: Stop at the curb or edge of the 

road. Listen. Look right, left, and right 
again.  
 

*Never cross from between parked 

cars.  
 

*Makeup instead of mask for better 
visibility. (Make sure makeup is wash-

able and non-toxic)  
 

*Wear reflective tape or use flashlight 

after dark so cars can see you.  
 

*Remind your child that a simple "thank 
you" will be appreciated, and that little 

"tricks" may be fun, but vandalism is 
unacceptable.  
 

*Keep your own home well lit, inside and 

out. It will help prevent vandalism and 

make the evening safer for visiting goblins 
and witches!  
 

*Instruct kids not to eat or drink any 

"treats" until they have arrived home. 
Check everything carefully.  Discard fruit, 
unpackaged items, or candy with loose or 

torn wrappers. 
 

 

Tips Provided via  
www.MilitaryOneSource.com 

Halloween Treats 

Creepy Cookies!  

Visit:   

okinawahai.com & 

mccsokinawa.com 

to discover fun 

things to do to 

celebrate the 

fall season! 

Yield: 5 dozen 

 

1 cup Butter, softened 

1 cup Icing sugar (powdered 

sugar) 

1 Egg 

1 tsp Almond extract 

1 tsp Vanilla 

2 2/3 cups Flour 

1 tsp Baking powder* 

1 tsp Salt 

3/4 cup Almonds, whole 

blanched 

1 Tube red decorator gel 

(optional, not pictured) 

Gross everyone out with these creepy cookies. 

In bowl, beat together butter, sugar, egg, almond extract and vanilla. Beat in flour, 

baking soda*, and salt. Cover and refrigerate 30 minutes. Working with one quarter of 

the dough at a time and keeping remainder refrigerated, roll heaping teaspoonful of 

dough into finger shape for each cookie. Press almond firmly into 1 end for nail. 

Squeeze in centre to create knuckle shape. (Accompanying picture showed long rolled 

shape with bulge at centre for knuckle; you puff it out rather than squeeze it in.) Using 

paring knife, make slashes in several places to form knuckle. 
 

Place on lightly greased baking sheets; bake in 325F (160C) oven for 20-25 minutes or 

until pale golden. Let cool for 3 minutes. Lift up almond, squeeze red decorator gel 

onto nail bed and press almond back in place, so gel oozes out from underneath. You 

can also make slashes in the finger and fill them with "blood." 

(ed. note - I opted not to go for the bloody effect as you can see in my picture above, 

and my guests were still grossed out!  

Be Prepared for Deployments 
As summer draws to a close,    

military families begin to fall into a 

frenzy of activity.  Between the kids 

getting back into school and all of 

the Okinawa newcomers settling 

into their homes and life overseas, 

we find deployments thrown into 

the mix.  It's a lot to juggle no 

doubt!   
 

In an effort to make deployments a 

bit easier, a top ten list of things to 

do before your Marine/Sailor   

deploys is provided.  Hopefully, you 

can check off most, if not all of 

these boxes.  But if not - there is 

no better time than now to get 

your family ready. 
 

Ç   Family Readiness Officer 

Name & Contact Information 

Ç  Valid ID Card(s)/Passport(s) 

Ç   Will(s)/Power(s) of Attor-

ney 

Ç   Family Care Plan 

Ç  Establish a Financial Budget 

and Maintain all Contact/Access 

Information for Financial Institu-

tions 

Ç  Copy of Each Family Mem-

bersõ Medical Records and Immuniza-

tions (Don't forget your pets!) 

Ç  An Extra Set of Important 

Keys 

Ç  "Fire-proof" Box to Hold 

Your Family Records 

Ç  Typhoon Emergency Kit 

Ç  Deployed Spouse Benefit 

Card 
 

Please remember that your Family 

Readiness Officer is here to assist you 

with preparing for deployment.  To-

gether we can help ease the strain of    



MCFTB Fall Schedule 

 

Are you interested in volunteering for your unit? Call your Family Readiness 

Officer today, to get signed up for volunteer training.  If you donõt know your 

Family Readiness Officer, please call us and we will give you their contact  

information:  645-3689.   

 

Call 645-3689 to register for workshops! 

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 

what we give.  

~Winston Churchill   
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Premarital Seminar  Oct 15 -16 0830-1600 Foster Globe & Anchor  

Registration Required  

L.I.N.K.S. for Marines 

(Foster) 
Oct 22  0800-1200 Foster Bldg 5677  

Registration Required  

Family Readiness Expo �² A 
Luau Like No Other!  

Nov. 7  1000-1500 Foster Field House  

JSO �²  Post Office,          
Typhoon Motors  

         Oct 28  0900-1200 Foster Bldg 5677  

Registration Required  

L.I.N.K.S. for Spouses 
(Courtney)  

Oct 8  0830-1400 Courtney Tengan Castle 
Registration Required  

JSO  �² 
Birth Registration, WIC  

Oct 14  0900-1200 Foster Bldg 5677  

Registration Required  

Marine Corps Ball  and         

Japanese Culture Workshop  
Oct 21  1030-1330 Foster Bldg 5677  

Registration Required  

Beyond the Brief �² 
Safety During Deployment  

Oct 21  1730-1900 TBD 

  

L.I.N.K.S. for Spouses 
(Foster - Evening)  

Oct 26 -27 1730-2030 Foster Bldg 5677  

Registration Required  

JSO Open Forum           Nov. 4  0900-1100 Foster Bldg 5677  

  

Space -A Workshop  Nov. 4  1800-2000 Foster Globe & Anchor  

L.I.N.K.S. for Spouses 
(FOSTER) 

Nov. 5  0830-1400 Foster Bldg 5677  

Registration Required  

JSO B �² Legal, C&A, PSC           Nov.18        0900-1200        Foster Bldg 5677  

    Registration Required  

Premarital Workshop           Nov. 20        0830-1500     Foster Globe & Anchor  

    Registration Required  

Cooking and Cultural 
Workshop  

         Nov. 24  

  
     1030-1330 Foster Chapel Center  

Registration Required  


