
In closing, if April showers 

bring May flowers, what do 

May flowers bring? Great 

volunteers like you! 

 

-Michael Jackson, MCFTB 

Chief  

As winter is becoming a past 

event, let us be reminded that 

spring is in the air. The 

Cherry Blossoms are in full 

bloom, and the rainy season 

is just around the corner,  

bringing with it the sprouting 

of new and colorful flowers. 

These beautiful new creations 

are a friendly reminder of the 

importance volunteers make 

when they contribute their 

valuable time to individual 

organizations. The time that 

volunteers spend makes a  

difference and enhances the 

lives of the individuals who 

are affected by the  

organizationõs mission, while 

also bringing  the self  

satisfaction of knowing their 

time made a positive impact 

towards a worthy cause.  

Being a volunteer is also a 

great way to add experience 

to a resume.  

What a great 

start L.I.N.K.S. 

has had for 2010. Weõve already 

held a couple workshops where 

we discovered new skills, shared 

knowledge, and made new friends.  

We learned through fun games, 

about the Corps and each other. 

Experienced spouses shared their 

personal trials and triumphs and 

how they thrived during deploy-

ments and constant moves. Our 

new spouses brought to light the 

changes that the Corps is going 

through. We also discovered new 

and fun places to explore, dine, 

and shop, as well as wonderful 

volunteer opportunities on island. 

 If you have already attended a 

L.I.N.K.S. workshop here on  

Okinawa, thank you for taking the 

time to share your knowledge and 

give yourself the opportunity to 

strengthen your skills and know 

how within our unique military 

community. Please remember to 

share what youõve learned with 

your friends and neighbors, or 

even come back to share in   

another    workshop. 

If you havenõt made it to 

L.I.N.K.S. here on Okinawa, 

please come join us. L.I.N.K.S. is 

different everywhere you go 

with different people to meet 

and different insider information 

to gain.  Dates and times of up-

coming workshops are on Pg 5.  

I hope to see you soon!   

-Shannon,  L.I.N.K.S. Trainer   

                             645-3698 

From the Chief 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F          

I N T E R E S T :  

*  Volunteer Website:  

    www.mccsvolunteering  

    .org  

 

*   Festivals & Fun Off -  

     base!  See page 5 for   

     details.  

 

*   Want to volunteer for    

     your unit? Contact   

     your Unit Family    

     Readiness  Officer.  

 

*   Just move to the island?  

    Visit the Personal           

    Service Center and find    

    out ways to make  

    Okinawa home!  

 

*   Do your kids need some 

extra help with home-

work?  Visit your local 

library for support!  

ñNo matter how big and powerful government gets,  

       and the many services it provides, it can never  

                 take the place of volunteers.ò 

                                                                -Ronald Reagan 
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Japanese Spousesõ Orientation 

PCS Season...again.  
Our busiest PCS times are over 

Winter break and during Sum-

mer break. Although we just 

had a big PCS rush a few 

months ago, the next wave is 

on itõs way.  

If you are the one that is 

PCSõing, itõs a good idea to sit 

down with your family and 

come up with a timeline and a 

list of things that need to get 

done. Give your kids time to 

spend with their friends. Do the 

same for yourself. Donõt forget 

to take one more weekend to 

go and see those last few places 

you never got to or have a 

dinner with friends.  

When it comes to moving day, 

have all your items separated 

into groups. Keep items you 

donõt want packed in a separate 

room or bathroom and lock it 

or tape it closed. Keep your 

express shipment all in one 

spot and have it clearly labeled. 

Have a neighbor watch your 

animals or keep them in a ken-

nel so they donõt run off or 

accidentally get packed (it has 

happened).  

One big helpful tip: Have a first 

day box. This is a box in your 

express shipment that you put 

everything you would need in a 

new house before your full 

shipment gets there. Pack things 

like toilet paper, paper plates, 

plastic ware, napkins, sheets, 

pillows, a blow up mattress, tv 

remotes, a new unwrapped toy 

for each kid to keep them busy 

and you free from complaints of 

boredom in an empty house.  

   If youõre not PCSõing, please 

remember to have patience. Be 

conscious of the fact that if 

someone is not completely in 

their own lane or even coming 

toward you on the wrong side 

of the road, they arenõt doing it 

to make you mad, theyõre new 

to Okinawa and have to get 

used to driving on the other 

side of the road, just like all of 

us do.  

Be a good neighbor, introduce 

yourself to the people moving 

in next door and lend a helping 

hand, even if itõs just to invite 

their kids to play with yours 

while theyõre busy unpacking.  

PCS season is a stressful time. 

A smile and a wave can go a 

long way too.  Sign up for a 

L.I.N.K.S. workshop or visit 

your Personal Services Center 

for more tips on moving. 
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Other Upcoming 

Spouses Learning 

Series Workshops:  
 

Cooking & Cultural 

Workshop , Foster 

Chapel Annex,  
March 25th, 1730-2030 
 

Space-A Workshop , 

Foster Ocean Breeze,  

April 6th, 1800-2000 
 

Japanese Open Forum ( (is a opportunity to meet friends and share experiences!  

ấ  ΅ ₀ ⁴ ”℅∩└₰‖ ấ  @ Foster MCFTB Bldg.5677  
JSO will be held at Marine Corps Family Team Building on Camp Foster, bldg #5677 (near gas station)  

A translator is present for all sessions and childcare reimbursement is provided.   
Registration is required.  Please contact Maki @ 645-3817 (bilingual line) /3689  to sign up.  

JSO₦≤₰„↔₇∙≥╒℅╒√→⌂℮₉└₧ ↔₠₰₿╒₣₴≥└₰₿└ⅎ ῼ ‚― –Ὼ‖  

‴ ῀Open Forum„  ΅ῷ ⁯⁞ ” ‗ ― ᾿‘ῲ‌ῷ ‚   ΅῀

‚ ⁯ΌῬ⁯᾿ ‚„   ‹Ό ‖ ῀  

„₦≤₰ ”2┤ ” 1 ⁭⁯  ‴  10 ”₦≤₰” „8/1⁭⁯ ῀ 

 ῷ ” „ ' ”‍‼”∂→╒₮№₿╒║ ‚„ ΅   (͂ „ ‚

’⁴ ‗‾Ῥ⁯‴ ”‖   ΅῀ 
 Email: takahashim@okinawa.usmc -mccs.org  

 Tel: 645-3817( (.3689 ͨ ║ Ὸ⁮„098-970-3817/3689  

Date  Subject  Time  

3/17 WED Space-A Workshop 

‖₈∞≥₢‚ ῾⁴ ₰∆╒₰ ‒― ”  

0900-

1200 

4/14 WED New Parent Support Program, Children Youth & Teen Program, WIC , Commissary 

― ↨⌠₧≤√. ⁞ ” . ↨⌠₧≤√.₢∙€

≥╒ 

0900-

1200 

4/28 WED  Typhoon Motors, Post Office 

₲└₿╒. ”  

0900-

1200 

5/12 WED Tricare, Naval Hospital, 3rd Dental Battalion 

‚ῷ῾⁴ ⅍≤ₐ₨₈╒‒― . .  

0900-

1200 

5/26 WED U.S Consulate, Birth Registration 

‭  ⁴   ‚’⁴ →₭” . ” Ὼ 

1300- 

1600 

COMMENTS FROM  

  JSO PARTICIPANTS!!  

͊ Ὸ⁯⁞ ῼ― Ὸ‒

‍῀ ” Ό ⁯‴ ‍῀ò 
The brief was clear and easy to 

understand. I felt like a heavy 

burden has been lifted off my 

shoulders.  (TMO/Housing) 

ñ ” ΌῬ‒―

Ὸ‒‍῀ Ὸ⁮ ΌῬ⁴

”‖ Ὸ⁯‴ ‍῀͋It  was 

good to have Japanese transla-

tion.  It was very useful infor-

mation for our upcoming JCI 

car inspection.  (Typhoon Mo-

tors) 

ñ ‗„ ῲ ⁞

₀ ‖Ὼ―⁭Ὸ‒‍῀

‖‾  ‍΅῀͋It 

was great to experience differ-

ent tastes and recipes. I am 

looking forward to trying the 

recipes at home. (Cooking 

Class) 

ñ ‖᾿‗―‾‍‼‚

’⁯‴ ‍῀͋It was really 

helpful for expectant mothers.  

(Birth Registration)  

mailto:takahashim@okinawa.usmc-mccs.org
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The hunt is on...How do you hide your baskets? 
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New Twists for an old tradition  
 

Back when we were kids we would wake up on 

Easter morning and look for our basket of 
treats, hoping the Easter Bunny didnõt hide it too 
far out of our reach.  

These days our kids are smarter and harder to 
entertain. They want a challenge. Here are a few 
fun ways to challenge your kids for a fun Easter 

Basket Hunt. 

¶ For the younger kids leave a trail of candy 
from their room, trailing and winding all 

around the house and through or under 
furniture, leading to their basket.  

¶ Leave a plastic egg with a clue in it to the 

next egg, with another clue to another egg, 
and so on until it leads them to their bas-
ket. They could say things like òcouchó or 

more elaborate clues like òwhere your 
shoes should go when you take them offó. 
You can put a little prize in each egg or 

just the clue.  
(ideas found on www.oldfashionedliving.com) 

Tips:  

¶ Have a camera or video camera ready. Pre-
serve these memories because they grow up 

so fast.  

¶ If you have pets donõt leave the basket or 
edible clues where they can get to them 
before your kids, or leave the animals out-

side until the kids find their baskets.  

¶ Donõt hide candy in warm places, like outside  

 

 

A fun day of play for Easter day... 

Be Prepared for Deployments 
As Winter draws to a close,  

military families begin to Spring into 

a frenzy of activity. Between the 

beginning of PCS season and  

summer school breaks creeping 

just around the corner, we find 

Spring exercises and deployments 

thrown into the mix. Itõs a lot to 

juggle  no doubt! 
 

In an effort to make deployments a 

bit easier, a top ten list of things to 

do before your Marine/Sailor   

deploys is provided.  Hopefully, you 

can check off most, if not all of 

these boxes.  But if not - there is 

no better time than now to get 

your family ready. 
 
 

Ç   Family Readiness Officer 

Name & Contact Information 

Ç  Valid ID Card(s)/Passport(s) 

Ç   Will(s)/Power(s) of Attor-

ney 

Ç   Family Care Plan 

Ç  Establish a Financial Budget 

and Maintain all Contact/Access 

Information for Financial Institu-

tions 

Ç  Copy of Each Family Mem-

bersõ Medical Records and Immuniza-

tions (Don't forget your pets!) 

Ç  An Extra Set of Important 

Keys 

Ç  "Fire-proof" Box to Hold 

Your Family Records 

Ç  Review of Red Cross message 

procedures 
Ç  Deployed Spouse Benefit 

Card 
 

Even though it takes the kids a barely any 

time at all to find the eggs that we take an 

hour or more to hide in just the right 

spots, it is always so much fun to watch 

them . You can do it if you have one kid 

or ten. If you have none you can invite the 

neighbors kids or invite them anyway to 

play with your kids. If youôve never done 

one here is a great  example from  

                www.familyfun.go.com .  

Start them out with some crafts. Have 

them make bunny masks out of paper 

plates and Easter baskets out of milk  

cartons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you start them on the Easter Egg 

Hunt you can divide them into age groups 

to make sure everyone has a fair shot at 

finding the eggs. You can either separate 

them into different areas or use a different 

colored plastic age for each age group. 

The toddlers can have theirs spread out 

over an open grassy area for easy pick up. 

The 4-6 year olds can have them hidden 

in the corners of porches and window sills 

or in planter boxes. For the older kids, 

hide them up high in trees, on fences, in 

mailboxes or a rain spout.  

 Tips:  

¶ Plan on at least 10 

plastic eggs per 

child.  

¶ Start collecting 

toys and small bulk 

candy early. Fill 

the eggs with 1-2 items each like 

mini cars, plastic rings, bracelets, 

temporary tattoos, bite size candies, 

etc.  

¶ Have music playing and plenty of 

outdoor toys available for the kids so  

when they grow bored with their 

finds, there is still more going on to 

keep their attention.  

¶ There are tons of fun 

Easter themed snacks 

online. Itôs amazing what 

you can find on Google.  

        Happy Hunting! 


